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i r.oessed the, Sna
to urge ope; wesio$b

o urge.a mamett conferenceof a rider to 4n appro-

sohod of expressing a great
pinioa was poperly judged

tioe was served that, ere
srenoe assembles November
subject would be revived in

'fadhion, with opportunity for
Senator to go on record.
American people do not ask
admitted to every conversa-

among the delegates. They ree-

the necessity for privacy in

g details of delicate and in-

negotiations.
e phrase, "open covenants,
ly arrived at," does not imply
on all privacy of negotiation.

1 progressive Americans it
simply that conferences on

t vltd issues involving the welfare
reat numbers of human beings
not degenerate into sinister se-

intrigues for special advantage,
t shall submit their recommenda-

tlams and reasons to public review
ore final action is taken. Pro-

ive Americans have learned a

an from Versailles.
=e disarmament conference will

attended by a certain number
men representing each of the par-
patingenations. These delegates
nominally act for their respec-

ye governments under instructions
the men at the head of those

ernments.
Actually they will act for mil-

of people-the real if not the
'ted principals.

PRINCIPALS SHOULD
W WHAT THE AGENTS
DOING. That is a cardinal
ne of democracy, neglect of
always endangers the public

ret diplomacy has brought
aite civilization to the verge of)
Min. Qpen conference, discussion
d understanding are the only

Itded to recovery.
' enator Walsh of Massachusetts-

. oke the exact truth when he told
fellow Senators:

I' seaomfor open procedure reach out
diet infntely. Te knwledge by the
werd public 'of what transpires tn the
se.tereee will keep the attitudes and

of all the delegates fresh and
sed, even if their motives are prat.
Movements to promote peace and
thdive and expead in the light of

ty. The success of Machiavellian
Sa.depends mstly aseecy en

Shart of the negotiators pnd ignorance
thepar ofthe peoples they represent.
~II.and enpiracy can stand the

esg searchlight of phubli seratiny
lees in thes. days of democratieK 4~aey than In former days when

~pies were merely pawns fer monarchs
ad otheming imperIal~sts. Making pub-
'Ne the progress and develeenot of the
a will make for fronber and

wholesme dipees ot arising
~iu . And it will also Injset a posi-
~9oaI force lnte the negotiations.
any nation has good reasons
it should maintain costly arma-
far in excess of obvious needs

'gould confiden'tly give those rea-
to the world.

nation seeking exceptional
r from motives which cannot

nd public scrutiny should be
.tntte to conceal its aims be-
ha mask of hypocritical pre-
esto virtue.
e old diplomacy has been tried
thousands of years and has in-
Rebly proved harmful to honest
jand women.
erly the time has come to try
processes.
* have not been able to develop
athusiasm of expectation whicb
feel for this coming oonfer-

if any good at all is to be
tronl it, the first requisite ic

puile opinion shall not be

rhairman of ts Uoide Ware
and Means siist.ee1 Mr.
ordney, .tells Mhigan audi-

ences that the adjuited compensa-
tion bitill surely be passed next
December.
He adds that he is in favor of a

1per cent tax on wholesale sales to

pay the bonus.
We agree with him that this meas-

ure of simple justice to the men who
carried our arms to victory in the
great war will be passed, if not next
December, then at some other date
not distant; it not by this Congress,
then by one which has heard from
the plain folk bapk home.
And we are glad to learn that the

chairman of the committee which
originates revenue legislation has
had the foresight to declare in part,
even at this late day, for the sales
tax.
To be sure, the bill which this

committee recently framed and
which the branch of the Congress
under his leadership has just passed
is silent on the subject-a silence
believed by ipany to be due to un-

called for political, timidity.
Also, among the Senators sitting

in review upon the House measure
the same silence is encountered.
Even Senators who in private admit
that the sales tax is the best avail-
able means of obtaining revenue are

reluctant to express it openly.
Perhaps they would gain new

courage of conviction if they, like
Mr. Fordney, could go home and get
in touch with the people. When
they do regain this touch they will
discover two things:

(1) That the people are not at all
convinced of the need of loaning
more hundreds of millions to the
railroads and of letting our foreign
debtors fund their debts into long
term bond issues with deferred in-
terest payments while thousands of
discharged soldiers are stranded,
without incomes and without work;
and

(2) That they are not half so
much opposed to the sales tax as
the politicians think they are.

They are quite willing to pay a
moderate tax on sales if assured that
the money will be spent for a

worthy purpose and not wasted.

A Romance in Our Midst
'WHO says that the days of ro-
W mance and adventure are

over? Xt the words of Ham-
let, ''List, list! Oh, list!''
Mr. Mayo and his second wife are

at loggerheads. Mrs. Mayo takes
her baby and disappears from'New
York. Mr. Mayo sends his young
son-by a former marriage-in pur-
suit. The son traces them to a
little town in Mississippi. grabs the
baby and hurries to Chicago, the
mother and her friends after him.

in Gicago he meets a girl, turns
the baby over to her and rushes off
to lead his pursuers astray. The
girl takes care of the baby and car-
ries it safely to New York while
the babyless son is being eagerly
pursued.
Then, when all the dust has settled,

the son and the Chicago girl get
married. After the ceremony they
go to an aviation field where an air-
plane is waiting to take them on the
first lap of their .honeymoon. All
that is lacking is that his stepmother
and her friends should follow him
in a submarine.
The father is opposed to the mar-

riage, first, because he tlrinks his son
ia too young; and, second, on general
principles. The son brings the bride
to his father, who finds her charm-
ing and withdraws objection num-
ber one.' Objection number .two is:

"After my experience I am op-
posed to matrimony on general
principles. I'm off it for life."
This objiection is not easily with-

drawn. We would like to comment
on it. but, save and deliver us, it
would take up a page. But isn't it
a good story?
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idseiy and faintly connections of the two owls
that have taken up their residence In the White
House grounds and are warring on the rodents
thereabouts he called in Edward B. Clark, a
veteran newspapermnan whose hobby is birds. Mr.
Clark has studied all the authorities, among them
being Aristotle, teacher of Alexander the Great,
who wrote a book on them that is still in print.
Mr. Clark looked over the hoot specialists of

these exclusive circles and pronounced them the
ordinary variety of screech .owls.
This journalistic bird authority has served in

a similar capacity with other Presidents. He it
was who wrote the famous "nature faker" inter-
view with President Roosevelt which became so
famous. The word that has found a place in the
language, and which was first used In this Inter-
view, was not coined by Mr. Roosevelt, but by
Mr. Clark. It was not a part of the interview
quoted fromt the President, but appeared In the
Irstroduction written by Clark. It was he and
not Roosevelt who coined it.-

A business mhan came down tn Washington for
a conference with the Department of Commerce
and was turned over to Claudius Huston, Mr.
Hoover's asstant, the man who carried Ten-
nessee for the Republicans last year.

After their business was dispatched the two
chatted informally,
"Where are you from?" said the New Yorker.
" hattanooga." was the reply
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EFFICIENCY SPASMS. B .C
EABolsN why so many

folks are loose from "rmtenv o B twl t a
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iy BILL PRIM.
Classification recommendatiois are ahst, to be '

fitted to the Distrit C6mmissioners by eh BuesUt
lifleieney of the Federal Government, whose upsets
eve been making a "survey' of tai personnel of the
)iatrlct Government. *

Hints are that the recommendations will elasifj'DI
riet employes somewhat along the lines proposed Is the
Voed-Smoot bill, a product of the Bureau, and that in-
reased salaries will be included.
It may be all right for the Commissioners to eek, the
named advice and help of Federal effiiency experts. It
my be all right to do some classifratio but the real big
hing is LAGELY INORO AIED ARM for the
VOEST PAID MUNWGIPAL EPLOYES in the United
tates.
There are frequently many frills accompanying "ef-

iciency," and often theory enters largely where praetjeal
ommon sense should be the sole guide.
Years ago Congress, in one of its saving-the-treasury

noods, reduced the salaries paid to District employes
3ELOW THU LEVEL paid by the Federal Government,
vhich is anything but liberal in its salary allowances to
ts own workers. Repeated promises have been madeto
to the fair thing by these municipal employes, but one
ense or another has stood in the way up to this time.
The Times takes this occasion to recommend to th.-

lommissioners that in preparing their estimates to Con-
cress for the next fiscal year they make a HEALTEY
NOEASE OP ALIRBIXa for District employes th,
oremost item therein, and when the estimates are befor,
Jongress for consideration to insist as strongly ad possible
hat these increases be made realities.
The people of Washington desire fair and square trea:-

nent for municipal workers. These faithful employe.
save had anything but a square deal for years and there
s no better time than now for the Commissioners, acting
")r Washington, to put the subject before Congress. Un-
ler. the existing taxation plan the taxpayers of the Die.
rict furnish the bulk of the money to meet Disriet ^x-

wnditures, and there isn't a taxpayer in this community
who will object to part of his money going toward doing
he right thing.
In the Water Department of the District Government

here are forty-three employes on the payroll and the
innual disbursement for salaries is $42,000, less than an

verage of $1,000 per year, the higher salaries being in-
luded. There are sixteen water inspectors whose statu-
ory compensation is $900 per year each.
This is just a sample of the salary situation in the

ocal government, and the unfairness of it is so glaring as

:oattract the attention of every civic organization and
right-thinking citizen of this city.
Classification need not interfere with the deserved in-

-reases. They should go together. But better salarie
wershadows classification so largely as to make that
he question the Commissioners shall stress.
Any classification which fails to place the most humble -

mploye on the basis of a LIVING WAGE should fail of
wven the slightest consideration by the Commiissioners.
There are classification theories which emphasize th.'

mportance of the higher-salaried employes over the un

ierpaid workers. There are no OVERPAID employes of
he District, but there are thousands of UNDERPAID
ones. The official who gets from $2,500 a year up is at
least assured of a comfortable living for himself and a

small family. The worker who gets but $900 per year 1
l just managing to live, and that's all. So it remains to
i'e seen where classification places the largest increase in
salaries. The lower grades of salaries should be boosted
far beyond present schedules.
Municipal workers may be classified in the most artistic

manner possible. but if they are not paid living wages,
it's all a joke. The truth is that there are no miore ef-
ficient or capable municipal workers in the world than in
Washington, despite the injustices under which they work.'

YOUR Interest Bl in Penrose

rHE spinority of the Committee on Finance has filed its
report against the Penrose bill which would confer
upon the Secretary of the Treasury unprecedented and

robably u1.nconstitutional powers to deal with the ten
housand million dollars whic~h the nations of Europe owe
he United States.
All the powers of a new Administration with its great
>atronage, all the powers of the bankers and of the busLk
ess interests which they oontr61, and all the power whia
he British government and the British interests exercise
mndor oover in 'this country will be exerted to force this
,ill through Congress.
Unless the greatest efforts are made both in Congress
md in the country at large, the bill will pass into law. If
he bill passes it will be a very serious thing for the
muntry.
If this bill passes, no matter what the good intentions
,the Secretary of the Treasury' may be, we may find that

his huge sum owed to us has been tot'ally lost by the su-
>erior adroitness, experience and cunning of British states-
nen.4
We don 't want to lose our ten thousand million dollars
etween Washington and London and4 Paris as we lost the


